RALPH    RASHLEIGH
friend had been fortunate enough to enjoy. Hartop related
experiences of his own in disposing of the coins which made
safety seem utterly assured, provided one followed the one
golden rule,
For long the event seemed to prove that one could escape
detection with the ease and impunity which Hartop claimed.
Rashleigh discovered himself cunning and resourceful as a
petty malefactor, and his success in the disposal of spurious
sovereigns removed the spur which had hitherto kept him
to his work. He abandoned ,his habits of punctuality and
industry and became insufferably negligent and careless.
The remonstrances and advice of his principal were ineffec-
tual, and in a few months the exasperated conveyancer dis-
missed him and cancelled his articles* The success of his
new, dishonest method of securing his needs and occasional
luxuries made this apparent calamity appear as a relief to
Rashleigh, who, however, was astute enough to realize that
he must affect some legitimate occupation in order to allay
suspicion* His work had developed him into a penman of
surpassing capacity, both as to speed and beauty in the
writing of legal documents, and he resolved to set himself
up as a law scrivener. His regimen thereafter was to work
as a free-lance for two or three hours a day, in his lodging,
and to spend the rest of his time wherever in and around
London he could count upon opportunities for disposing of
his coins.
For some time his success and immunity continued, and
when he ventured farther afield to fairs and races in the
country, his prosperity increased. He discovered from.
experience that country people were easy victims, and he
decided to abandon the golden rule of carrying only one
counterfeit coin at a time. He went to Maidstone to attend
the annual fair, was forced to submit to being searched when
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